
Challenges 
and 

Opportunities



“The Power and Pitfalls 
of the Past”

 Purpose 

 Goal

 Format

 Topics



Topics:





















What are some defining events in 
history of our country? 



1600-1776

1620-1787

1641/61-
1808/65

1776

1800s

late 1700s, 
late 1800s

Defining Events for US



1840s-1950s

1860s

1910s-1940s

1930s

1960s-1970s

1960s-today 



How have these events made 
America the country it is today?



Effects on US Identity





Exercise:



















Israelite Nostalgia

“So the name of that place was called Taberah, 
because the fire of the LORD burned among them. 
Now the rabble that was among them had a strong 
craving. And the people of Israel also wept again and 
said, ‘Oh that we had meat to eat! We remember the 
fish we ate in Egypt that cost nothing, the 
cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the 
garlic. But now our strength is dried up, and there is 
nothing at all but this manna to look at!” 

Numbers 11:3-6



Exercise:















Question:

















Reality for Mainlines Today



















Mainline figures







Median Age of Episcopalian in 2021: 69





















“Upheaval” in 
The Episcopal Church today

















Diocese of Southern Virginia



Good Shepherd’s figures







Growing “Market” for TEC?











Questions:







Nostalgia



Nostalgia is…












Two Types of Nostalgia:







Restorative Nostalgia























Reflective Nostalgia











Contrast Sets of Questions:







How do we not live in the past?



Psalm 77
1 I cry aloud to God,

aloud to God, and he will hear me.
2 In the day of my trouble I seek the Lord;

in the night my hand is stretched out     

without wearying; my soul refuses to be   

comforted.
3 When I remember God, I moan;

when I meditate, my spirit faints. Selah



4 You hold my eyelids open;
I am so troubled that I cannot speak.

5 I consider the days of old,
the years long ago.

6 I said, “Let me remember my song in the night;
let me meditate in my heart.”
Then my spirit made a diligent search:

7 “Will the Lord spurn forever,
and never again be favorable?

8 Has his steadfast love forever ceased?
Are his promises at an end for all time?

9 Has God forgotten to be gracious?
Has he in anger shut up his compassion?”



10 Then I said, “I will appeal to this,
to the years of the right hand of the Most High.”

11 I will remember the deeds of the Lord;
yes, I will remember your wonders of old.

12 I will ponder all your work,
and meditate on your mighty deeds.

13 Your way, O God, is holy.
What god is great like our God?

14 You are the God who works wonders;
you have made known your might among the peoples.

15 You with your arm redeemed your people,
the children of Jacob and Joseph. 



1. 





Processing Questions

(see handout)


